FRENCH NATIONALISM                  147
faithful in the sphere of doctrine promotes a general temper of acquiescence in the sentimental legacies of time. The Catholic is naturally a Conservative. He feels the call of the blood and the imperious attractions of the soil. Without any process of analysis or questioning he is prepared to shoulder the burdens of history and to live upon the large force of impulse. He trusts democracy, but only when it follows its instincts, never when it uses its reason, and believes in the Army and the Church as divine agencies for the formation of character and the inculcation of habits of reverence and submission. A diffused and equable philanthropy does not attract him. Respecting the claims conferred by priority, he remembers that he was born first and baptized afterwards, and so metes out his allegiance between his country and his creed.
Such a sentiment, at once conservative, patriotic, and militant, has been evidenced all through the history of France, but never in a relief so salient as against the stormy background of the three Republics. The political Catholicism of modern France has had its periods of ebb and flow, its transmutations of colour and shade, its exaltations and its lapses* It has been royalist and absolutist with De Maistre and De Ronald, democratic with Lamcnnais, nationalist with Batr&s. It has risen to the heights of Les Paroles (fun Croyant and sunk to the depths of the tirades of La Croix during the Affaire* But in general it has managed to combine with the fevers of combative emotion, engendered by the controversies of the hour, some of those gentler graces of mysticism and piety which properly belong to the religious temperament.
The future historian of the great war will take account of this element in the public consciousness of France* Modern war, as distinguished from the military amusements of the past, is a malady which can only thrive at a certain temperature. It may be plotted by Governments, promoted by armament firms, precipitated by the machinations of military cliques; but under whatever, form or through whatever agency it may come} modern war always implies a general inflammation of the public mind. Nobody who studies the history of Europe during the last decade can fail to note a steady and alarming
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